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CREATIVE PLACES FOR COLLABORATIVE CITIES

Proposal for the "Progetto Habitat e Cultura” in Milan

Abstract

This paper presents an ongoing PhD research that aims to develop a solution to enhance the growth
and development of creative places for a new urban everyday life.

In order to do so, it will be analysed the role of urban local communities in the creation of sustainable
lifestyles, and the role of design as a strategic element to enhance, promote and replicate that creation.
These communities are radicated in specific places in the urban territory, henceforth called creative
places. They are a new type of urban spaces where groups of people collaboratively promote and
manage a mix of creative initiatives in the fields of art and culture, economy and production, social
services and urban regeneration.

There are many self-nominated “Creative cities” (Landry, 2000 and 2008) either because they have a
huge concentration of creative professionals (Florida, 2004), or because they have a strong role as “art
cities”. But, a creative city is, in our working assumption, more of a Collaborative City, that is, a city
with kernels of creativity, which are constituted by social services, artistic and economic activities. This
collaborative city is a place where people interact and enact creating a symbiosis of activities that
promote sustainable lifestyles, an active citizenship, social inclusion, cultural diversity and new
economic models.

It is a city where hierarchies are transversal instead of vertical, i.e, where local authorities (urban leaders)
create opportunities for mass participation, bottom-up creativity and collaborative services.

In parallel, there is a discussion about old ex-industrial areas and their potential for sustainable urban
development. In fact, in the late 20th century the majority of European cities have seen many symbolic
landmarks of industrial, merchant and military activity being abandoned and fall into disuse. This reality
opened unforeseen perspectives as some of these abandoned places were re-occupied, converted to
new uses and gradually began a new life.

These re-newed venues upgrade the urban environment of entire neighbourhoods. They encourage
people to get involved in civic initiatives and to get together to back common causes, they provide
emotional and intellectual outlets in creation, and in doing so they help people to form a better
relationship with their environment and their lives.

To clarify what these places are, how they work, and what they produce, 2 emblematic case studies will
be presented (UfaFabrik in Berlin and Grote Pyr in The Hague).

In the first stage of the research, the methodology used is based in case studies analysis whose aim is
to create an interpretative model that will lead to the second stage: an experimental work in Milan. The
Milan district is proposing a pilot project “Habitat e Cultura” for the creation of a multifunctional centre in
the old milk factory of Locate. This centre will host a library, a cultural hall and, at the same time, the
headquarters of 20 associations from Locate di Triulzi. Departing from this specific project “Habitat e
Cultura”, and drawing on international best practices identified through a combination of desk and field
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research, the research will identify and develop optimal strategies for building the necessary
infrastructure in which sustainable collaborative services can flourish.

The broad idea is to develop a platform that will help local leaderships in the process of creating a
supporting milieux to nurture and sustain social and economic innovation and to stimulate an active
citizenship, providing tools for citizens to collaborate, create, and contribute in the process.

In particular, the project proposes to endow local authorities and these communities with a strategic plan
and specific tools, respectively, to orient them in the most promising direction: that is, in the direction of
becoming a network of effective laboratories of a new, sustainable, urban identity and active citizenship.
Thus consolidating the concept of Creative Places whilst making their global and local role clearer.

The ultimate goal of this PhD research will be the design of an enabling platform and enabling solutions
replicable in other contexts and with different variables, building a scenario of interconnected pockets of
creative places that shape a collaborative city.

In practical terms there will be a series of activities that need to be developed and delivered which will
be detailed in the paper.

Bibliography

Caves, Richard E. 2000. Creative Industries. Cambridge, Massachusetts and London: Harvard
University Press

Cottam, H., Leadbeater, C. 2004. Health. Co-creating Services. London: Design Council — RED unit
Cottam, H., Leadbeater. 2004. Open Welfare: designs on the public good. London: Design Council
Creative London. September 2005. Strategies for Creative Spaces. Phase 1 Report

Cunningham, Stuart. 2001. From Cultural to Creative Industries: Theory, Industry, and Policy
Implications, Creative Industries Research and Application Centre. Queensland: Queensland University
of Technology

Florida, R. 2004. The rise of the creative class. New York: Basic Books

Giddens, A.1990. Consequences of Modernity. Cambridge: Polity Press

Landry, C. 2000. The Creative City: A Toolkit for Urban Innovators, London: Earthscan Publications Ltd
Landry, C., Wood, P. 2008. The Intercultural City, London: Earthscan with Comedia

Manzini, E., Jegou, F. 2003. Sustainable everyday. Scenarios of Urban Life, Milano: Edizioni Ambiente
Meroni, A. 2007. Creative communities. People inventing sustainable ways of living. Milano: Polidesign
Ray, P. H., Anderson, S. R. 2000. The cultural creatives. How 50 million people are changing the world.
New York: Three Rivers Press

Sassen, S. 1999. The global City: New York, London, Tokyo. Princeton: Princeton University Press
Throsby, D. 2001. Economics and culture. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


